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U.S. AMD CHEMICAL WARFARE CONTROL 
ANNCR: YHEN THE GENEVA DISARFANENT CONFERENCE RECONVENES AFTER 


ITS SPRING RECESS R 


RT TUESPAY, CUURE 22RD) IT WILL HAVE ON ITS 
ACCHDA AHONG OTHER PROBLEMS Th QUESTION Or! HOW BEST To LIMIT 
AND LATER BAN THE USE OF CiHiiICAL WARSARE AGENTS. YOA NES 
AHALYST JOHN ALGERT HAS TAESE OSSERVATIONS Of TilE ATERICAN 
APPROACH TO THE PROBLE!: 

VOICE: WASHINGTON BELIEVES TiiAT PROGRESS Gi) CHEIIILCAL WARFARE 
LENLTATEON AHD CONTROL NGt! DEPENDS HEAVILY ON AGREENIENT ON 


VERTFICATIOH PROCEDURES. SHORN OF COIPLICATED TECHNICAL DETAIL, 


THE ISSUE INVOLVES THE SCOPE OF AM TilITIAL CHEMICAL UARFARE 
PROHIBITION. SUCH AH INITIAL ACREEGENT, THE UNITED STATES 
BELIEVES, iiUsT BE BASED OH CURREHTLY AVAILABLE VERIFICATION 
CAPABILITIES. IT ALSO CELIEVES THAT THE COMPLETE PROHIBITION OF 
CHEMICAL WEAPONS CAINIOT CE REALIZED IN A STHGLE, COMPREHENSIVE 
AGREEMENT. COPT) THIS POSITION IS li: LINE WITH A JAPAHESE 
DRAFT CEFORE THE CONFERENCE ‘i11Cil RECOMHENDS PARTIAL PROHIBITIONS, 
AT FIRST, TO BE BRCAMENED AS VERIFICATION CAPAGILTIES TiiPROVE. 

EiD OPT) 

THE AERICAN PLAU WOULD COVER, FIRST, ALL LETHAL CHEMICAL 
MARFARE ACENTS. HERE THE PROBLEH INCLUDES HOT ONLY WAYS TO 
REDUCE EXISTHIG STOCKS AiD TO RESTRICT PRODUCTION, BUT THE 
QUESTION OF HIDDEN STOCKPILES, AS VELL. AND STILL REMAINING TO 
BE WORKED OUT IS A DEFINITION OF LETHAL CHEHICAL 
AGENTS TO 5E COVERED IN SUCH AN INITIAL AGREEIIENT. 

BUT LOOMING GERIND THE VARIOUS POSSIBLE APPROACHES TO A 
PHASED AGREEHENT IS THE QUESTION OF HOW BEST TO VERIFY 
COMPLIANCE, THE PRODUCTION OF CHEMICAL WARFARE AGENTS 


INVOLVES PROCESSES AHD EQUIPIiENT SIi1ILAR TO THOSE USED IN 
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PRODUCTION OF NON-TOXIC CHEMICALS. GIVEN THE EXTERNAL 
STMILARITIES BETWEEN PLANTS PRODUCING NERVE AGENTS, FOR EXAMPLE, 
AND COMMERCIAL CHENICAL PLANTS, AMERICAN TESTS HAVE SHOWN THAT 
OFF-SITE OBSERVATION COULD MOT DETERNINE WHETHER A PLANT WAS 
PRODUCING NERVE AGENTS, BUT THERE ARE ON-SITE TECHNIQUES 
AVAILABLE, THROUGH THE USE OF UNATTENDED MONITORING DEVICES 
AND TAMPER-PROOF SEALS. 

IN ADDITION, NATIONAL MEANS COULD BE EMPLOYED TO MAKE SURE 
THAT DISHANTLED CHEMICAL WARFARE FACILITIES REHAIN 
INACTIVE. THUS, WHILE THE UNITED STATES BELIEVES THAT ON-SITE 
INSPECTION IS ESSENTIAL, A PROCEDURE COULD BE DEVISED THAT 
WOULD NOT REVEAL INDUSTRIAL OR 
MILITARY SECRETS. IN ANY CASE, THE UNITED STATES DOES NOT 
BELIEVE A NEW INTERNATIGNAL TREATY AUTHORITY IS NECESSARY FOR 
THESE VERIFICATION MEASURES. 

THE MAJOR TASK BEFORE THE GENEVA DISARMANENT CONFERENCE, 
THEN, IS TO DEVISE ON-SITE OPSERVATION PROCEDURES WHICH ARE 
POLITICALLY ACCEPTABLE AND TECHNICALLY EFFECTIVE. GIVEN SUCH 
PROCEDURES, PARTIAL RESTRICTIONS ON PRODUCTION AND STOCKPILING 
OF CHEHICAL WARFARE AGENTS ARE POSSIBLE. HOWEVER, A COMPLETE B8AN 
ON SUCH AGENTS IS NOT YET FEASIBLE, BECAUSE THERE IS, SO FAR, 
NO WAY OF ADEQUATELY ASSURING EACH NATION THAT OTHERS DO NOT 
MAINTAIH! CLANDESTINE STOCKS. 
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